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have an unreasonable adverse impact on aesthetics, historic sites, coastal and estuarine waters, air and
water quality, the natural environment and the public health and safety. — N/A

Coastal Dependent Uses:

Policy #13: Allow only water dependent uses and structures on state properties in Portsmouth-Little
Harbor, Rye Harbor, and Hampton-Seabrook Harbor, at state port and fish pier facilities and state
beaches (except those uses or structures which directly support the public recreation purpose). For new
development, allow only water dependent uses and structures over waters and wetlands of the state.
Allow repair of existing over-water structures within guidelines. Encourage the siting of water
dependent uses adjacent to public waters. — N/A

Policy #14: Preserve and protect coastal and tidal waters and fish and wildlife resources from adverse
effects of dredging and dredge disposal, while ensuring the availability of navigable waters to coastal-
dependent uses. Encourage beach renourishment and wildlife habitat restoration as a means of dredge
disposal whenever compatible. — N/A

Preservation of Historic and Cultural Resources:

Policy #15: Support the preservation, management, and interpretation of historic and culturally
significant structures, sites and districts along the Atlantic coast and in the Great Bay area.

The GBTN GP is consistent to the maximum extent practicable with this enforceable policy by
excluding coverage under this General Permit to discharges which adversely affect properties
listed or eligible for listing in the National Registry of Historic Places under the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, 16 USC Sections 470 et seq. Based on the nature and location
of the discharges, EPA has determined that the 13 subject facilities for authorization under this
General Permit do not have the potential to affect a property that is either listed or eligible for
listing on the National Register of Historic Places. (See Part V.C of this Fact Sheet).

Marine and Estuarine Research and Education:

Policy #16: Promote and support marine and estuarine research and education that will directly benefit
coastal resource management. — N/A

E. Section 404 Dredge and Fill Operations

The GBTN GP does not constitute authorization under 33 USC § 1344 (8 404 of the Clean Water
Act) of any stream dredging or filling operations.

V1.  Obtaining Authorization to Discharge and Other Administrative Requirements
A. Obtaining Coverage

To obtain coverage under the GBTN GP, facilities identified in Part 1.C of this Fact Sheet may

submit a notice of intent (NOI) in accordance with 40 C.F.R. § 122.28(b)(2)(i) & (ii). The

contents of the notice of intent shall include at a minimum, the legal name and address of the
owner or operator, the facility name and address, type of facility or discharges, the receiving
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stream(s) and be signed by the operator in accordance with the signatory requirements of 40
C.F.R. 8 122.22. All NOlIs submitted after December 21, 2020 must be submitted electronically.
The NOI shall be submitted within 60 days from the effective date of the General Permit and
authorization to discharge will be effective upon the date indicated in written notice from EPA.

Based on 40 C.F.R. § 122.28(b)(2)(vi), the Director may notify a discharger (or treatment works
treating domestic sewage) that it is covered by a general permit, even if the discharger (or
treatment works treating domestic sewage) has not submitted a notice of intent to be covered.
EPA has determined that the 13 facilities identified in Part I.C all meet the eligibility
requirements for coverage under the GBTN GP and may be authorized to discharge under the
General Permit by this type of notification. Such authorization to discharge will be effective
upon the date indicated in written notice from EPA.

The nitrogen requirements in this General Permit, once effective, will supersede the nitrogen
requirements in each Permittee’s individual NPDES permit. The Towns of Exeter and
Newmarket have effluent limits for total nitrogen in their individual permits which are both
expired. Both permittees have submitted a timely application for permit renewal and the GBTN
GP represents the reissuance of the authorization to discharge for nitrogen only. All other
pollutants will continue to be regulated by the current, or administratively continued, individual
permits until such permits are reissued in the future.

B. When an Individual NPDES Permit for Nitrogen Discharges May Be Requested

In accordance with 40 C.F.R. 8 122.28(b)(3)(iii), any owner or operator authorized by this General
Permit may request to be excluded from the coverage of this General Permit by applying for an
individual permit which would include authorization to discharge nitrogen. The owner or operator shall
submit an application under §122.21, with reasons supporting the request, to the Director no later than
90 days after the publication by EPA of the General Permit in the Federal Register. The request shall be
processed under Part 124. The request shall be granted by issuing of an individual permit if the reasons
cited by the owner or operator are adequate to support the request.

When an individual NPDES permit is issued to an owner or operator otherwise subject to this
General Permit, the applicability of this General Permit to that owner or operator is automatically
terminated on the effective date of the individual permit.

C. Termination of Operations

Permittees shall notify EPA and NHDES in writing with any request to terminate the authorization to
discharge under this General Permit, at the addresses listed below.

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 1
Enforcement Appliance and Assurance Division (ECAD)
Water Technical Unit (04-SMR)

5 Post Office Square, Suite 100
Boston, MA 02109-3912
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New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services
Water Division, Wastewater Engineering Bureau
29 Hazen Drive, P.O. Box 95
Concord, NH 03302-0095

D. Continuation of this General Permit after its Expiration

If this General Permit is not reissued or replaced prior to the expiration date, it will be
administratively continued in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. §558(c))
and 40 C.F.R. 8 122.6) and remain in force and in effect for discharges that were authorized prior to
expiration. Any Permittee who was granted permit coverage prior to the expiration date will
automatically remain covered by the continued permit until the earliest of:

Authorization under a reissuance of this General Permit; or

The Permittee’s submittal of a Notice of Termination; or

Issuance or denial of an individual permit for the Permittee's discharge of nitrogen; or

A formal permit decision by EPA not to reissue this General Permit, at which time the
Permittee must seek coverage for the discharge of nitrogen under an alternative General
Permit or an individual permit.

PowbE

If a facility is not notified by EPA that it is covered under a reissued permit, or does not submit a timely,
appropriate, complete, and accurate NOI requesting authorization to discharge under the reissued
permit, or a timely request for authorization under an individual or alternative General Permit,
authorization under this permit will terminate on the effective date of the reissued permit, unless
otherwise specified in the reissued permit.

VII. Standard Conditions

Permittees must meet the standard permit requirements of 40 C.F.R. §8 122.41 and 122.42, as
applicable to their discharge activities. Specific language concerning these requirements is
provided in Appendix | of the GBTN GP.

VIIl. Public Comments, Hearing Requests and Permit Appeals

All persons, including applicants, who believe any condition of the draft GBTN GP is inappropriate
must raise all issues and submit all available arguments and all supporting material for their arguments
in full by the close of the public comment period, to Michael Cobb, U.S. EPA, Water Division,
Municipal Permits Section, 5 Post Office Square, Suite 100 (06-1), Boston, Massachusetts 02109-3912
or via email to cobb.michael@epa.gov.

Any person, prior to the close of the public comment period, may submit a request in writing for a
public hearing to consider the draft GBTN GP to EPA and NHDES. Such requests shall state the nature
of the issues proposed to be raised in the hearing. A public meeting may be held if the criteria stated in
40 C.F.R. § 124.12 are satisfied. In reaching a final decision on the Draft Permit, the EPA will respond
to all significant comments and make these responses available to the public at EPA's Boston office.

Following the close of the comment period, and after any public hearings, if such hearings are held, the
EPA will issue a Final Permit decision, forward a copy of the final decision to the applicant, and provide
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a copy or notice of availability of the final decision to each person who has submitted written comments
or requested notice.

General permits may not be appealed to the Environmental Appeals Board. Procedures governing
actions by persons affected by a general NPDES permit, including petitions and applications for
individual permits, as well as judicial appeals, are set forth in 40 C.F.R. § 124.19(0) and 40 C.F.R.
§122.28.

IX. EPA Contact

The administrative record on which this Draft Permit is based may be obtained between the hours of
9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, excluding holidays from:

Michael Cobb

U.S. EPA, Region 1

5 Post Office Square, Suite-100 (06-1)
Boston, MA 02109-3912

Telephone: (617) 918-1369

Email: cobb.michael@epa.gov

Date Ken Moraff, Director
Water Division
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
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